APPENDIX   XXV

THE INDIANS* RELIEF ACT, 1914
ACT No. 22 OF 1914

To MAKE PROVISION FOR THE REDRESS OF CERTAIN GRIEVANCES AND THE
REMOVAL OF CERTAIN DISABILITIES OF His MAJESTY'S INDIAN SUBJECTS

IN THE UNION AND OTHER  MATTERS INCIDENTAL THERETO

Be it Enacted by the King's most Excellent Majesty, the Senate and the
House of Assembly of the Union of South Africa, as follows :
APPOINTMENT OF MARRIAGE OFFICER TO SOLEMNIZE MARRIAGES ACCORDING
TO THE RITES OP AN INDIAN RELIGION

1.    (1)   The  Minister  of the  Interior (hereinafter referred   to  as
Minister) may from time to time appoint priests of any Indian religion to be
marriage officers with authority to solemnize the marriages of Indians in accor-
dance with the rites and formularies of such religion.

(2)    A marriage between two Indians solemnized in accordance with such
rites and formularies by a marriage officer so appointed shall be a valid and
binding marriage, and all the incidents shall follow therefrom which follow
from any other union recognized in law as a valid and binding marriage.

(3)    A marriage officer appointed under this section shall be under the
same obligations of keeping registers and entering therein particulars of marriages
solemnized by him as are imposed upon marriage officers appointed under any
other law in force in the Province in which those marriages are solemnized and
the provisions of any such law as to the custody and inspection of registers, the
obtaining of copies thereof, the evidence of certified copies thereof, the loss, the
destruction or falsification of or injury to such registers or such certified copies
shall be deemed to be incorporated in this section.

VALIDATION BY REGISTRATION OF MARRIAGES WHICH IN FACT ARE MONOGAMOUS

2.    (1)   If any Indian male and Indian female upon a joint application*to
any magistrate or marriage officer (whether appointed under this Act or under
any other law) satisfy such officer :

(a)   That there exists between them a union recognised as a marriage under
the tenets of an Indian religion which they profess; and

(b)  That there does not exist between either of them and any other person
a union so recognised as a marriage or any union recognized in law as
a marriage; and

(c)  That each of them is desirous that the union should be regarded as a
valid and binding marriage in law,

such officer shall, upon being furnished with particulars as to the full name, resi-
dence, place of birth, and age of each party and such further particulars as are